


The Sixth Form at The Deanery is unique!
 
Each and every student here is treated as an individual not just a 
number. With a great range of courses that cover every interest and 
dedicated teaching and pastoral staff who always go the extra mile, 
every student is helped to flourish academically and personally.
 
Thank you for taking the time to read our prospectus.  
Why not come and visit us to see for yourself?
 
We look forward to welcoming you to our Sixth Form.

Mr M Wood
Headteacher

Miss E Kirby
Assistant Head: Head of Sixth Form

Welcome to The Sixth Form



Curriculum
The Sixth Form at The Deanery offers over 30 different Level 3 and Level 2 qualifications. The experienced and dedicated staff 
teaching these courses go the extra mile for every student. 

Level 3 Qualifications 

Students can study A Levels and/or L3 BTECs and CTECs alone or as a mixed pathway. Our extensive range of A Level courses are 
assessed via traditional examinations, with each being studied for two years. As well as A-Levels, students can study a range of L3 
BTECs and CTECs, assessed via coursework and examinations in some subjects. 

For further details about each individual course please see the subject overviews later in the prospectus or on our website.

A Level Subjects

Art

Biology

Chemistry

Design Engineering

English Language

English Literature

Further Maths

Geography

History

Maths

Media Studies

Philosophy And Ethics

Physics

Psychology

Politics

PE

BTEC / CTEC / Applied Diploma Subjects

Applied Law

Business

Criminology

Music Technology

Performing Arts

Sport

AAQ Subjects

Computing

Early Children Development

Engineering

Health & Social Care

Other

Core Maths (Equivalent to an AS)

Foundation Year 

Some students may need a little longer to 
achieve their passes in GCSE Maths and 
English. These can be completed with us 
during a Foundation Year alongside two other 
level 2 courses (these are equivalent to GCSEs). 
After the Foundation Year, and upon successful 
completion of four Level 2 qualifications, 
students can then enrol on our L3 BTEC/CTEC 
courses for a further two years. This inclusive 
approach means students study with us for a 
total of 3 years but are able to still achieve the 
same end goal.

Foundation Year (Level 2 Courses)

GCSE Maths & English

Work Skills (Double)



Personal 

Small enough to know you,  
big enough to challenge you

At our Sixth Form, you’re more than just a 
name on a register. Our close-knit community 
means every student is known, valued, and 
supported as an individual. With smaller class 
sizes and dedicated staff, we provide a nurturing 
environment where your voice is heard.  Your 
teachers know your strengths, your goals, and 
how best to support you. At the same time, our 
strong academic expectations ensure that you are 
constantly challenged to achieve your very best.

Academic  
Excellence 
Courses that match your ambition

We offer a wide range of A Level and vocational 
courses designed to stretch, inspire, and 
prepare you for the future you want. Whether 
you’re aiming for a top university, a competitive 
apprenticeship, or a successful career, our expert 
teachers and tailored support systems are here to 
help you reach your full potential.

My experience at the Sixth Form at the Deanery has 
been a positive one. The support I have received 
from the Sixth Form Team has allowed me to 
address any issues I have had, knowing that they 
will always do their best to help. I can confide in my 
subject teachers if I have any issues regarding work 
and I am still able to continue to take part in the 
sport that I enjoy after the college day. 

Jess Melling

Through offering the HE+ program, the Sixth Form 
allows students to have an experience of Oxbridge. 
This acted as a gateway into Cambridge, enabling 
me to attend online lectures that furthered my 
understanding of university study. The Sixth Form 
is incredibly supportive. The tutors are attentive and 
see each student as an individual. I was able to feel 
secure and supported whilst exploring the option of 
Cambridge, and I have received invaluable support 
during the application process.

Beth Atherton



Community 

Join a Sixth Form where you belong

Here, you’re part of something more. In our 
Sixth Form you’re part of a community, you’re 
not lost in the crowd.  From day one, you’ll be 
welcomed into a vibrant, inclusive community 
where students support each other, and every 
success is celebrated. This is a place where you 
can be yourself, make lifelong friendships, and 
grow in confidence both inside and outside the 
classroom.

Central 

We’re already where you want to be

Our Sixth Form benefits from a prime town 
centre location, offering students easy access to a 
wide range of amenities and excellent transport 
links. Surrounded by shops, cafés, and restaurants, 
it’s a convenient and vibrant place to study. Being 
close to local businesses also opens up valuable 
opportunities for work experience, part-time jobs, 
and community engagement, helping students 
prepare for life beyond the classroom.

Despite only coming to the Deanery for Sixth 
form, I have found it to be a community that is 
very quick to welcome and accept. Since arriving 
in September of 2023 from another high school 
and knowing hardly anyone, I have settled in 
amazingly and even become the Senior Head Boy. 
The Deanery is the ideal learning and  
social environment

Noah Fazackerley

I chose to study at the Deanery Sixth Form 
because of the variety of course choices.  Being 
able to choose the subjects I’m interested in and 
having more freedom compared to other colleges 
motivated me to study here.

Sanya Ling



“

Due to our small nature, we offer tailored opportunities to our students.  These include work 
experience opportunities from prestigious companies such Sellafield, HMRC, Barclays Life Skill, 
NHS and university Access Programmes.  Knowing our students as individuals allows us to 
direct them to opportunities that will benefit their future.

Leadership

Our student leadership opportunities provide students with the chance to challenge 
themselves, demonstrate commitment and make a positive contribution whilst fulfilling their 
personal potential.

There are roles to suit every talent from budding future entrepreneurs, to developing teaching 
skills or simply leading a team.

There are a number of roles that both support the development of our Sixth Form students 
as well as our wider community.  These roles widen experience and give a greater awareness 
of the needs of others.  Our students volunteer for roles such as Reading Mentors, STEM 
Ambassadors, Sports Leaders, Wellbeing Champions, Peer Mentors, Lower School Lesson 
Support, and many more.

Elite Programme

High achieving students are invited to participate in the Sixth Form Elite Programme.  The 
programme is designed to raise aspirations and provide opportunities in addition to students’ 
subject choices. The programme supports students who wish to study at a prestigious 
university or pursue a higher-level apprenticeship. 

We are as committed to supporting our students’ transition into adulthood as we 
are supporting their academic ambitions.  

Every student is assigned a Progress Tutor; alongside delivering tutorial sessions, 
tutors have one-to-one meetings with students providing individual support and 
guidance with the aim of raising achievement and aiding personal development. 
Progress Tutors closely monitor the progress of their tutees, to ensure they fulfil 
their potential at the Sixth Form. 

Careers Guidance 

Our careers advisor specialises in offering careers advice to post-16 students and 
can advise about career pathways, employment opportunities and requirements, 
apprenticeships, and university courses. 

Guidance and Welfare 

Our Welfare & Guidance Officer is available throughout the day to support 
students with pastoral and academic issues. They liaise with staff, parents and 
other services to ensure students are fully supported during their studies.

Counselling 

A counselling service is offered to students on request. This could be for a one-off 
chat or for a series of regular appointments.  Students are able to self-refer or be 
referred by our Welfare & Guidance Officer.

During my time at the Sixth Form I was offered 
the chance of work experience at the HMRC. 
I chose this opportunity because it would 
be beneficial for both my Law and Business 
Studies courses. I gained valuable experience 
in tax administration and compliance, working 
closely with both individuals and businesses to 
ensure adherence to UK tax regulations.

Ava Williams

The Deanery Sixth Form has provided me with 
many opportunities.  I was introduced into the 
HE+ Programme as well as the Social Mobility 
Foundation. This gave me the opportunity to 
attend an internship in London, providing me 
with lots of things for my Personal Statement, 
and hopefully securing my pathway to my 
career.

Jayden Robinson

Get Involved Supporting You



WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

Art is a time-consuming subject that requires you to be independent and enthusiastic. 
It is essential that you have a clear passion for the subject. It is preferential that you have 
achieved a minimum grade 4 at G.C.S.E in Art and Design or an equivalent creative 
subject.

WHAT WILL I LEARN?

Art, Craft and Design is a broad-based course exploring practical or contextual work, 
through a range of 2D or 3D processes and media associated with two or more of the 
titles below.
Fine Art, Graphic Communication, Textile, Three-Dimensional Design or Photography.

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

•	 Art and Design is creative, exciting and fun.
•	 It combines theory and practical.
•	 Art and Design will teach you transferable skills.
•	 It will enable you to think differently.
•	� Studying Art and Design will give you a wide range of opportunities for your future; it 

will not narrow your career options.
•	� A level Art and Design qualifications can be worth up to 56 UCAS points.

YEAR 1

The year 12 is a foundation style approach in which students will explore a wide range of 
themes, materials, techniques and processes to enable them to build confidence and 
identify individual areas of potential. Students will also complete a mock exam project, as 
a practise run for the real exam in year 13.

YEAR 2

Year 13 pupils will identify and explore an independent project theme as their personal 
project (coursework). 

During the first week of February pupils will be given an exam paper. This will consist 
of a range of open-ended questions to choose and explore through a personal creative 
response.

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

Art and Design qualifications can lead to careers in many fields including: Animation, 
Architecture, Art Advisor, Art Therapy, Fine Art, Filmmaking, Curator, Communication 
Design, Game Design, Graphic Design, Fashion Design, Set Design, Textile Design, 
Vehicle Design, Website Design, Gallery Education, Illustration, Photography, Publishing 
and Teaching.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

Personal investigation (Year 13)

•	� September to February the 1st
•	� 96 marks
•	� 60% of A-level

Externally Set Assignment (Exam) (Feb-April)

•	� Preparatory period + 15 hours supervised time
•	� 96 marks
•	� 40% of A-level

FURTHER INFORMATION: Mr Brown / Miss McGuire

WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

To study A Level Biology, you will need to have achieved GCSE English Language at grade 
5 or better, GCSE Mathematics at grade 6 or better, at least three additional GCSEs at 
grades 4 or better, plus you will need to have achieved a grade 6 in Single Science Biology 
or a grade 66 in Combined Science. 

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?
		
If you enjoy learning about the natural world, the human body and the inner workings 
of cells, then this course is absolutely for you. The course has plenty of hands-on 
practical work, including a field trip to Edge Hill University, so if you enjoy carrying out 
experimental Science then this course will be perfect for you. Like any A-level course, 
A-level Biology requires a significant amount of independent study. You will need to be 
committed and have a strong work ethic. 

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

A-level Biology can lead to a wide range of careers, including healthcare related 
professions like Medicine, Pharmacy, Nursing and Radiology. You could progress to 
work as a Scientific researcher in fields such as Biochemistry, Conservation Science and 
Zoology. A Level Biology is also a facilitating subject, meaning that it is well-respected by 
a wide range of universities and employers. 

WHAT WILL I LEARN

The study of A-level Biology allows students to develop detailed knowledge and 
understanding of living organisms and life processes. From life chemicals to cells, from 
tissues to organs, from organ systems to organisms, students gain an insight into the 
amazing complexities and astonishing truths about life on Earth
		

YEAR 1

•	 Biological Molecules
•	 Cells
•	 How organisms exchange substances with their environment
•	 Genetic information, variation and relationships between organisms.

YEAR 2

•	 Energy transfers in and between organisms
•	 Organisms respond to changes in their internal and external environments
•	 Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems
•	 The control of gene expression

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

By three exams at the end of Year 13. Students also are assessed on their practical skills 
throughout the course during their required practicals.

FURTHER INFORMATION: Mr Sales / Mrs Sefton /  
Mrs Friend

Art, Craft and Design  A-Level Biology  A-Level



WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

To study Level 3 Cambridge Technical in Business, you will need to have achieved Five or 
more GCSEs at grades 4 or better, including English Language OR Maths at grade 4 or 
better.

You need a keen interest in enhancing your skills and understanding of the world of 
business.  

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

Cambridge Technicals are vocational qualifications designed with the workplace in mind. 
The Level 3 qualifications provide a high-quality alternative to A Levels.  

This is a popular qualification offered at the Deanery and each year we are excited at the 
‘real life business’ context that this course will offer. 

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

This Level 3 Cambridge Technical in Business provides a solid foundation for studying 
Business, Marketing or Management related subjects at university, as the qualification is 
recognised for UCAS tariff points.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
It also prepares you for a wide range of different careers, such as: Human Resource 
Management, Public Relations, Communications Officer, Marketing, Retail Management, 
Advertising, Finance and Accounting, Office Manager… 

WHAT WILL I LEARN?

You will learn how a business might evolve and consider a range of different business 
types and their objectives. You will also look at the internal workings of businesses 
and examine the various external constraints. You will do this with the use of specialist 
resources, engaging lessons, and by using the news media on a weekly basis to help 
focus on real life events which will help reinforce and contextualise the business theory 
we learn in the syllabus.

YEAR 1

Unit 1: The Business Environment (exam)                                                      
Unit 4: Customers & Communication (assignment)
Unit 2: Working in Business (exam)

YEAR 2

Unit 5: Marketing & Market Research (assignment) 
Unit 8: Introduction to Human Resources (assignment)                

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

There will be a mixture of external exams and assignment work as outlined above.

FURTHER INFORMATION: Miss Lowe

WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

You need a minimum of a grade 6 in GCSE Chemistry or 66 in GCSE Combined Science 
and a grade 6 in GCSE Mathematics.

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

Chemistry is a highly academic and well respected A Level that will develop your 
analytical, logical thinking, and problem-solving skills. You will need to be hard working 
and have excellent mathematical skills to study this course. 

There is a high level of practical work on the course and our laboratories are fully 
equipped with all the specialised equipment that are needed to enhance 
your laboratory skills. Also, our small class sizes ensure you receive the support you need 
to succeed.

Chemistry is an excellent A Level to take alongside the traditional STEM subjects of 
Biology, Physics or Maths and also a good combination with Geography, Criminology, 
Forensics or even Arts subjects.

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

There are many careers that directly involve Chemistry and it is an essential requirement 
to study the for medical professions, e.g. medicine, pharmacy, dentistry and veterinary 
medicine. There are many other careers outside of Chemistry that will highly value A 
Level Chemistry because of the high-level skills you will develop. Many of our students 
pursue a degree in Chemistry, Chemical Engineering, or analytical Chemistry with 
recent destinations including Lancaster and Manchester universities. The practical skills 
acquired during their A level studies fully equip them for the demanding level of work 
they will be undertaking there.

WHAT WILL I LEARN

YEAR 1

•	 Atoms, compounds, molecules and equations
•	 Amount of substance 
•	 Acid–base and redox reactions 
•	 Electrons, bonding and structure
•	 The periodic table and periodicity
•	 Group 2 and the halogens 
•	 Qualitative analysis 
•	 Enthalpy changes
•	 Reaction rates and equilibrium
•	 Basic concepts of Organic Chemistry
•	 Hydrocarbons
•	 Alcohols and haloalkanes 

YEAR 2

•	 Reaction rates and equilibrium (quantitative)
•	 pH and buffers
•	 Enthalpy, entropy and free energy
•	 Redox and electrode potentials
•	 Transition elements
•	 Aromatic compounds
•	 Carbonyl compounds
•	 Carboxylic acids and esters

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

100% examination based. Practical skills are assessed in the written examinations as well 
as in the practical endorsement certificate.

FURTHER INFORMATION: Dr Moore or Dr Donovan

Business  Level 3 Cambridge Technical Chemistry  A-Level



WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

There are no formal entry requirements, but you are most likely to succeed if you have:

•	 A GCSE in Computer Science and/or …
•	 A BTEC Level 2 qualification in a related subject and/or …
•	 Maths and English achieved through GCSE.

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

This course is ideal for you if you:

•	 Enjoy solving problems, coding, and using technology creatively.
•	 Want to understand how computer systems, software, and networks work.
•	 Like a balance of practical project work and theoretical learning.
•	� Are thinking about a career in software development, cyber security, data analysis, or 

IT systems.
•	� Prefer continuous assessment through coursework and assignments rather than only 

final exams.

It’s designed for students who want a career-focused qualification that can lead directly 
into work, apprenticeships, or higher education in Computing or Computer Science.

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

The BTEC National in Computing opens doors to:

•	� University or higher education in subjects such as Computing, Software Engineering, 
Cyber Security, Data Science, or IT Systems Management

•	 Apprenticeships in digital and technology roles
•	� Employment in IT support, programming, network administration, or web 

development.

This qualification carries UCAS points, meaning it can be used to apply to universities just 
like A Levels

WHAT WILL I LEARN?

On this course, you’ll develop the practical and technical skills that underpin modern 
computing — from learning how to program and solve problems using Python, to 
understanding how to protect networks and data through cyber security and encryption. 
You’ll also explore how people interact with technology by designing user-friendly 
interfaces, and bring everything together by managing and developing your own 
software solutions for real-world scenarios

YEAR 1

Unit 1: Programming Fundamentals
•	� Learn the core principles of programming using Python 3.
•	� Topics include logic and number systems, data types, algorithms, searching and 

sorting techniques, and writing and debugging code.
•	� You’ll design and write programs to solve problems and understand how to produce 

readable, maintainable, and reliable code

Unit 3: Human-Computer Interaction (HCI)
•	� Explore how people interact with technology through UX (User Experience) and UI 

(User Interface) design.
•	� Learn to design effective and accessible digital interfaces for different platforms and 

users.
•	� Use tools like Figma, InVision, or Python to create interactive prototypes and evaluate 

real-world HCI systems

YEAR 2

Unit 2: Computer Network Security and Encryption

•	� Understand network hardware and software, cyber threats, and methods of securing 
networks.

•	� Learn about encryption techniques, malware protection, network monitoring, and 
data integrity in digital systems

Unit 4: Practical Programming
•	 Apply your programming skills to develop full software solutions.
•	 Manage projects, write efficient code, and document your progress professionally.
•	� You’ll use an integrated development environment (IDE) and implement data 

structures, algorithms, and persistent storage

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

Unit 1: Programming Fundamentals

•	 1 External exam (2 hours 30 minutes)
•	� This exam tests your understanding of programming theory and practical coding 

knowledge.

Unit 2: Computer Network Security and Encryption

•	 1 External exam (2 hours 15 minutes)
•	� This exam focuses on cyber security concepts, encryption, and network protection 

methods.

Unit 3: Human-Computer Interaction

•	 Internal – Pearson Set Assignment (PSAB)
•	 A long-term project in which students create and evaluate an HCI solution.

Unit 4: Practical Programming

•	 Internal – Pearson Set Assignment (PSAB)
•	� A long-term software development project where students design, code, test, and 

document a programming solution to a problem.

FURTHER INFORMATION: Mr Parr

Computing  AAQ



WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

•	 A keen interest in understanding criminal behaviour and the justice system.
•	 Strong critical thinking and analytical skills.
•	 Good communication and essay writing skills.

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

If you have a fascination with understanding the intricacies of crime, societal reactions, 
legal frameworks, and psychology, this course is tailor-made for you. Those looking 
to develop skills in analysis, evaluation, and research alongside fostering a profound 
understanding of criminology will find this course beneficial.

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

•	 Upon completion, students can pursue careers in various fields including:
•	 Criminal Justice: Policeman, Correctional Officer, Forensic Analyst.
•	 Legal: Solicitor, Legal Advisor, Court Clerk.
•	 Social Work: Probation Officer, Counsellor, Community Support Worker.
•	 Further Education: Degree in Criminology, Sociology, Law, or Psychology.

The qualification also provides a strong foundation for those seeking roles in research, 
policy-making, and public services, and it facilitates progression to university-level study 
in related fields.

WHAT WILL I LEARN?

EDUQAS Level Criminology provides a profound exploration into criminal behaviour, 
criminal justice system processes, and societal responses to crime. This interdisciplinary 
course encompasses psychology, sociology, law, and human behaviour to foster an in-
depth understanding of criminological concepts.

YEAR 1

Unit 1: Changing Awareness of Crime
•	 Understanding different types of crime.
•	 Analysis of why some crimes are unreported.
•	 Studying media’s role in crime perception.
•	 Developing campaigns to change crime awareness.
Unit 2: Criminological Theories
•	 Exploration of biological, psychological, and sociological theories of crime.
•	�� Evaluation of the effectiveness of these theories in explaining criminal behaviour.
•	�� Application of theories to real-life criminal cases.

YEAR 2

Unit 3: Crime Scene to Courtroom
•	� Detailed study of the process and procedures from crime scene investigation to 

courtroom.
•	� Evaluation of the reliability and credibility of evidence.
•	� Examination of the roles of various professionals involved in criminal cases.

Unit 4: Crime & Punishment
•	 Studying different forms of punishment and their effectiveness in reducing crime.
•	 Analysis of the purposes and impacts of sentencing and punishment.
•	 Exploration of the role and function of prisons and alternative rehabilitation methods.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

Internal Assessment: Controlled assessments involving research projects and 
assignments based on case studies and real-life scenarios.

External Examination: Two units have a corresponding examination that evaluates your 
understanding, analytical skills, and knowledge application.

FURTHER INFORMATION: Dr Fryer and Miss Knight

Criminology  Level 3

WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

To study Design Technology, you will need to have achieved GCSE English Language 
at grade 5 or better, and GCSE Mathematics at grade 5 or better, plus at least three 
additional GCSEs at grades 4 or better. A GCSE in Design Technology is desirable but not 
essential

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

If you are interested in electronics and engineered products and would like a career in a 
forever changing technological world, then this course is for you.

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

You could take any number of exciting career paths. Many students go on to higher 
education and then work in manufacturing or engineering. Recently some of our 
students have opted for degree apprenticeships in the aerospace industry or nuclear 
power industry. This course also provides the solid knowledge you need for working in 
high tech industries including cybernetics, robotics, avionics, aerospace and automated 
packaging.

WHAT WILL I LEARN

Design Engineering is focused towards engineered and electronic products and systems; 
the analysis of these in respect of function, operation, components and materials, in order 
to understand their application and uses in engineered products/systems
that have commercial viability.

YEAR 1&2

Principles of design engineering and starting the Iterative Design Project. Learners 
undertake a substantial design, make and evaluate project centred on design 
engineering applications, they will explore, create and evaluate a context of their own 
choice.

Exams Year 2

Principles of Design Engineering
This paper predominantly covers technical principles where learners will be required to 
analyse existing products, demonstrate applied mathematical skills and demonstrate 
their technical knowledge of materials.
Problem Solving in Design Engineering
This paper requires learner to demonstrate their problem solving and critical evaluation 
skills. apply their knowledge, understanding and skills of designing and manufacturing 
prototypes and products

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

50% coursework
50% two exams
Principles of Design Engineering
Problem solving in Design Engineering

FURTHER INFORMATION: Mrs MacGillivray /  
Mrs Hagen

D&T Design Engineering   A-Level



WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

To study BTEC Level 3  AAQ in Early Childhood Development you will need Five or more 
GCSEs at grades 4 or better, including English Language OR Maths at grade 4 or better.

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

The Pearson Level 3 Alternative Academic Qualification BTEC National in Early Childhood 
Development (Extended Certificate) is an Alternative Academic Qualification (AAQ) 
designed for post-16 students with an interest in Education and Early Years and aiming to 
progress to higher education as a route to graduate level employment. Equivalent to one 
A Level in size, it is suitable for students looking to develop their applied knowledge and 
skills in Education and Early Years

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

• 	 Nursing – BSc (Hons) Adult Nursing, Nursing – Child – BSc (Hons) 
• 	 Teacher Training – Childhood and Early Years Studies BA (Hons) 
• 	 Social Work – BA (Hons) Social Work 
• 	 Psychology – Psychology BSc (Hons).

WHAT WILL I LEARN

YEAR 1

•	� Unit 1: Children’s development – Children’s developmental progress from birth up to 
eight years, including the theories, principles and factors relating to development, 
and the potential impact of a range of factors on a child’s progress through the 
developmental milestones.

•	� Unit 4: Research and Reflective Practice– The influence of research findings on policy 
and provision for children and how this influences the behaviours and expectations of 
an individual working in an early years setting.

YEAR 2

•	� Unit 2: Keeping Children Safe – Health and safety and safeguarding responsibilities of 
an individual working in an early years setting; emergency best practices and when to 
address concerns about a child’s welfare. 

•	� Unit 3: Play and Learning – The concept of play, the influence of theories and 
approaches to play, and the benefits of play and learning activities for children.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

You will be assessed through a combination of internally assessed coursework and 
external examinations. 

FURTHER INFORMATION: Miss Dyer

Early Childhood Development   AAQ

WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

To study AAQ in Engineering, you will need to have achieved GCSE English Language 
and Maths at grade 5 or better, plus at least three additional GCSEs at grades 4 or better. 
A GCSE in Design Technology and or a level 2 qualification in Engineering in desirable 
but not essential.

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

The OCR Level 3 Extended Certificate in Engineering (AAQ) provides a comprehensive 
foundation for anyone interested in pursuing a career in the engineering sector and 
keeping up-to-date with the skills and knowledge needed by engineering employers.

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

An OCR AAQ in Engineering can lead to university degrees, advanced apprenticeships, 
or direct entry into a variety of engineering and manufacturing roles.  It provides 
fundamental engineering knowledge and practical skills in areas such as mechanical, 
electrical, and computer-aided design, preparing you for further study or employment in 
this dynamic, exciting sector.

WHAT WILL I LEARN

Our Extended Certificate in Engineering will equip students with relevant sector 
knowledge and skills using practical, real-life engineering contexts in preparation for 
progression to undergraduate study or employment. It covers the modelling of products, 
computer-aided design (CAD) and product redesign as well as a strong foundation in the 
underpinning mathematics and scientific principles of engineering.

YEAR 1

Principles of engineering 
Engineering in practice 

YEAR 2

Materials science and technology

Two optional units
Electrical devices and circuits (tbc)
Programmable electronics     (tbc) 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

Two external exams one in year one and one in year two.
Three units consisting of Non-Exam Assessment.
58.3% exam 41.7% NEA

FURTHER INFORMATION: Mrs MacGillivray / Mrs Grady

Engineering  AAQ



WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

To study English Language at A Level you will need to have achieved GCSE English 
Language at grade 5 or better, and GCSE Mathematics at grade 5 or better, plus at least 
three additional GCSEs at grades 4 or better.

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

If you enjoy analysing a wide range of fiction and non-fiction texts and enjoy writing 
for different purposes, then you will be well suited to English Language at A Level.  
The course requires critical reading, close analysis and evaluation of texts and the 
consideration of the wider context of any text (considering aspects of context such as 
audience, purpose and genre). Much time is spent in discussion of close analysis of texts 
using precise linguistic terminology as the tools to analyse language.  

If you are interested in the answers to the following questions, this course would also be 
suited to you:

•	 How do males and females communicate differently?
•	 How and why is language constantly evolving?
•	 How do people use language to gain power?
•	 How do children learn to speak?

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

A Level English Language is an academic subject held in high esteem by universities and 
employers because of the emphasis on analysis, essay writing and good communication 
skills. It can prepare you for English-based degrees and careers such as linguistics, 
journalism and teaching but also for a wider range of degrees and careers such as law, 
marketing, civil service and in the media.  The core analytical elements of the English 
Language A level will also prepare you for arts, humanities and scientific pathways.

WHAT WILL I LEARN?

You will develop skills of linguistic analysis and evaluation and explore language usage in 
a wide variety of situations and social contexts.  You will also respond to written, spoken 
and multimodal texts and will study representation, sociolinguistics, child language 
acquisition and language change.

YEAR 1

In your first year you will explore a diverse range of texts from everyday contexts, 
analysing how they use language features to create different meanings and 
representations. You will also investigate how language is affected by region (accents and 
dialects) and by social factors such as gender and occupation, as well as how language 
changes over time. In addition, you will develop your journalistic writing skills, creating 
opinion pieces about attitudes to language issues and beginning work on your non-
exam assessment pieces.

YEAR 2

In your second year you will complete your non-examined assessment folder as you 
continue to explore language diversity, including global and ethnic varieties of English 
and children’s language development – both the spoken development (including child 
directed speech) and how children learn to read and write.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

We follow the AQA specification.

•	� 80% External Exam (2 exam papers)
•	� 20% Coursework – Comprises of 2 pieces.  Firstly, a Language investigation (2000 

words) and secondly a piece of Original Writing with commentary (1500 words)

FURTHER INFORMATION: Mrs Allan / Mrs Armstrong /  
Mr Hughes

English Language   A-Level

WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

To study English Literature at A Level you will need to have achieved GCSE English 
Language at grade 5 or better, and GCSE Mathematics at grade 5 or better, plus at least 
three additional GCSEs at grades 4 or better.

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

If you have enjoyed exploring novels, poems and plays at school and enjoy reading, 
analysing and evaluating texts then you will be well suited to English Literature at A Level.
This course requires students to read widely and independently, and to consider the 
interpretations of others and the times in which texts were written. Lots of time is 
spent in discussion of the texts so you should be willing to develop and share your own 
opinions.

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

A Level Literature is an academic subject held in high esteem by universities and 
employers because of the emphasis on analysis, essay writing and good communication 
skills. It can prepare you for English-based degrees and careers such as journalism, 
teaching and publishing, but also for a wider range of degrees and careers such as law, 
marketing, civil service and in the media.  

WHAT WILL I LEARN

You will read plays, poems and novels from a range of different time periods. You will 
learn about the genre of Tragedy and examine how aspects of tragedy are presented in 
the set texts we study. You will learn also about the genre of Political and Social Protest 
writing, the features of this genre and how they are developed in the works we read. You 
will also learn about different schools of Literary criticism and how we can look at texts in 
different ways.

YEAR 1

Aspects of Tragedy:
•	 Othello
•	 Tess of the D’Urbervilles
•	 Death of A Salesman
NEA (Coursework)

YEAR 2

Elements of Political and Social Protest:
•	 The Handmaid’s Tale
•	 The Kite Runner
•	 Poetry of William Blake
•	 Unseen extracts
NEA (Coursework)

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

We follow the AQA Lit B specification

•	 80% External Exam (2 exam papers)
•	 20% Coursework (2 essays of 1250-1500 words each)

FURTHER INFORMATION: Mrs Collins / Mr Lowe

English Literature  A-Level 



WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

To study Geography at A Level you will need to have achieved GCSE English Language at 
grade 5 or better, and GCSE Mathematics at grade 5 or better, plus at least three additional 
GCSEs at grades 4 or better.

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

Firstly, Geography provides a holistic understanding of the world, connecting physical and 
human phenomena to uncover the complexity of our planet’s past, present, and future. 
It fosters critical thinking skills by encouraging students to analyse complex issues such 
as climate change, urbanisation, and geopolitics, and enables them to make informed 
decisions as responsible global citizens. Geography equips students with valuable research 
and data analysis skills, preparing them for a wide range of careers and developing the 
knowledge and skills needed to address the pressing challenges of our time.

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

You’ll know by now that Geography is the broadest subject that you study meaning 
the variety of topics and skills you can study are limitless and all transferable to almost 
any sector. This is the same for potential Geographical careers. There’s no wonder that 
Geography is regularly voted the most employable A Level by companies all over the world.

•	� The Russell Group of universities has selected Geography as one of their preferred 
‘facilitating’ A Level subjects to support an application to their degree courses;

•	� A Level Geographers experience higher than average levels of employment Higher 
Education Careers Service (2019)

WHAT WILL I LEARN?

Throughout their A-level Geography studies, students also develop critical thinking, 
problem-solving, and research skills. They engage in practical fieldwork and data collection 
exercises, which enhance their ability to investigate real-world geographical issues. 
Moreover, the course encourages students to consider the ethical and environmental 
implications of human actions and policies, making it highly relevant to addressing 
contemporary global challenges.

YEAR 1

Physical Geography
Water and Carbon Cycles
Hazards

Human Geography
Contemporary Urban Environments
Changing Places

YEAR 2

Physical Geography
Hazards
Desert Landscapes

Human Geography
Changing Places
Global Systems and Global Governance
Non-Examined Assessment

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

Paper 1: Physical 2 hours 30 minutes
Paper 2: Human 2 hours 30 minutes
Non-Examined Assessment worth 20% of your A Level grade

FURTHER INFORMATION: Mr Jones and  
Miss Sentance 

Geography   A-Level

WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

To study BTEC Level Health & Social Care you will need Five or more GCSEs at grades 4 or 
better, including English Language OR Maths at grade 4 or better and a grade 4 in the 
Biology component of the combined science GCSE.

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

The Pearson Level 3 Alternative Academic Qualification BTEC National in Health and 
Social Care (Extended Certificate) is an Alternative Academic Qualification (AAQ) 
designed for post-16 students with an interest in health and social care and aiming to 
progress to higher education as a route to graduate level employment. Equivalent to one 
A Level in size, it is suitable for students looking to develop their applied knowledge and 
skills in health and social care.

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

This qualification can lead to progression to the following degrees: 
• BSC Nursing 
• BSC Social Work 
• BSC Subjects Allied to Health.

WHAT WILL I LEARN?

YEAR 1

•	� Unit 2: Human Biology and Health – Human body structure and systems, normal 
physiological functioning and the impact of common disorders 

•	� Unit 3: Health and Social Care Practice – Core principles, values and legislation that 
underpin and influence health and social care, and the effect of social determinants 
on an individual health status

YEAR 2

•	� Unit 1: Human Lifespan and Development – Physical, intellectual, emotional and social 
development and factors affecting growth and development, interventions and the 
different professionals providing care and treatment

•	� Unit 7: Health Science – Types of infections and their potential impact on a local, 
national, and international scale (proposed unit)

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

You will be assessed through a combination of internally assessed coursework and 
external examinations. 

FURTHER INFORMATION: Miss Dyer

Health and Social Care  AAQ



WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

To study History at A Level you will need to have achieved GCSE English Language at grade 
5 or better, GCSE Mathematics at grade 5 or better, plus at least three additional GCSEs at 
grades 4 or better and at least a Grade 5 in GCSE History
	
IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

•	� Historians can: make a concise report, research, ask questions and find answers, make 
decisions, analyse material, organise themselves & work independently.

•	� Historians are: good communicators, problem solvers and flexible thinkers.
•	� Even if you’re following a more science or engineering route, it’s a great subject to show 

that you are more rounded.

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

•	� History is looked upon very favourably by employers. It shows you have the ability 
to reason, problem solve, analyse, question and, above all, shows you are a rounded 
individual.

•	� Example career paths include: The Police, Media, Foreign Affairs, Research, Further 
Study, Law, Politics, Journalism, Social Work, Sales & Marketing, Advertising, Banking, 
Accountancy, Armed Forces, Writing, Publishing, Civil Service, Sport, Fashion, Charity 
Sector, Teaching/Lecturing.

WHAT WILL I LEARN

YEAR 1

•	 England & the Norman Conquest 1035-1107 (25% of A Level)
•	 Democracy & Dictatorship in Germany 1919-1963 (15% of A Level)
	
YEAR 2

•	 Civil Rights in the USA 1865-1992 (40% of A Level)
•	� Independent Enquiry - 3000-4000 word essay on a topic of your choice with 6 months 

to plan and write (20% of A Level)

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

Linear course – all exams will be sat in Year 13 – you cannot take AS Level History

Three exams at the end of Year 13 on each of the topics above.

Independent enquiry will be submitted after Christmas and remaining lesson time will be 
used for a revision programme.

FURTHER INFORMATION: Mrs Lindley and Mr Smith

History   A-Level

WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

Five or more GCSEs at grades 4 or better, including English Language OR Maths at grade 
4 or better.

•	 Interest in law, legal processes, and legal systems.
•	 Strong written and verbal communication skills.
•	 Capability to analyse, interpret, and evaluate various forms of information.

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

If you have a passion for understanding legal systems, a penchant for analytical thinking, 
and a desire to explore the realms of legal knowledge and its applications, this course 
is your gateway to a future in law. It’s ideal for those who aspire to a career in legal 
professions or wish to acquire legal knowledge for personal or professional development.

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

Completion of this course can lead to various pathways:
•	 Higher Education: Law Degrees, Criminology Degrees, or other related fields.
•	 Legal Careers: Legal Executive, Paralegal, Legal Secretary.
•	� Public Sector: Roles in local and central government, police forces, or the prison 

service.
•	 Further Study: A-Levels, Apprenticeships in Legal Services or related areas.

The qualification also provides a strong foundation for those seeking roles in research, 
policy-making, and public services, and it facilitates progression to university-level study 
in related fields.

WHAT WILL I LEARN

The Pearson/Edexcel BTEC Applied Law course is designed to provide an in-depth 
understanding of the English Legal System and its associated processes. It offers a 
comprehensive exploration of law-making, legal frameworks, and legal enforcement, 
blending theory with practical knowledge.

YEAR 1
Unit 1: Dispute Solving in Civil Law
•	� Exploration of civil courts and alternative 

dispute resolution methods.
•	� Examination of civil law processes and 

procedures.
Unit 2: Criminological Theories
•	� Study of criminal liability through actual 

legal cases.
•	� Exploration of legal personnel and their 

roles within the criminal legal system.

YEAR 2
Unit 3: Applying the Law
•	� Detailed examination of criminal law 

related to fatal and property offences.
•	� Study of legal defences and their 

applications.
Unit 4: Family Law
Legal issues relating to:
•	� Legal marriage
•	 Cohabitation
•	 Divorce and
•	 Maintenance.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

•	� Internal Assessments: Assignments, projects, and case study analyses related to real-
world legal scenarios.

•	� External Examinations: Written exams assessing the understanding and application 
of legal concepts learned during the course.

•	� Practical Assessments: Application of knowledge through mock legal processes, 
debates, and role plays.

•	� Coursework: Variety of coursework including essays, presentations, and reports on 
legal cases and principles.

FURTHER INFORMATION: Dr Fryer

Applied Law  BTEC



WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

To study A Level Mathematics, you will need to achieve GCSE English Language at grade 
5 or better, GCSE Mathematics at grade 6 or better, plus at least three additional GCSEs at 
grades 4 or better. 

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

A level Mathematics is an interesting and challenging course, which extends the methods 
and ideas you learned at GCSE. It prepares you well for university study and future 
employment.  
Subjects such as Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Engineering, Geology, Computing, 
Geography, Psychology, Sociology, (and many more) rely on you having good 
mathematical skills. 
Problem solving and modelling are key aspects of the course. Both the pure and applied 
mathematics that you will learn feeds into real life applications. 
 
A level mathematics is split into 2 sections: 
 
•	� Pure Mathematics broadens your mathematical skills and promoted deeper 

mathematical thinking. You will be introduced to interesting new areas of pure 
mathematics in a wider range of contexts. 

•	� Statistics and Mechanics – Many subjects make use of statistical information and 
techniques. An understanding of probability and risk is important in careers like 
insurance, medicine, engineering and the sciences, Modelling with mechanics involves 
analysing the physical world around us, including the study of forces and motion. 
Mechanics is particularly useful to students studying physics and engineering. 

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

Mathematics at such a high level opens many doors. Many students go on to study a wide 
range of courses in Higher Education such as mathematics, the sciences, engineering and 
accountancy to name a few. Skills learnt during this A-level can be easily applied in the 
work place. It shows employers that you are logical and can solve problems. 

WHAT WILL I LEARN

Over the two years you will study:

Pure Mathematics: Algebraic expressions and algebraic methods, Quadratics, Equations 
and inequalities, Functions, Graphs and transformations, Straight-line graphs, Circles, 
The binomial expansion, Trigonometric identities, Trigonometric equations, Radians, 
Trigonometric functions, Trigonometry and modelling, Vectors, Differentiation, Integration, 
Sequences and Series, Parametric equations, Numerical methods

Statistics: Data collection, Measures of location and spread, Representations of data, 
Probability including Conditional probability, Statistical distributions (Binomial and the 
Normal) and Hypothesis testing, Regression, correlation and hypothesis testing.

Mechanics: Modelling in mechanics, Constant acceleration, Forces and motion, Variable 
acceleration,  Moments, Forces and friction, Projectiles, Applications of forces, Further 
kinematics 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

All assessment for this course is through written examination. 
A total of three papers which are two hours long. This involves two pure papers and a 
Statistics & Mechanics paper. 

FURTHER INFORMATION: Mr Hesketh / Miss Kirby 

Mathematics   A-Level

WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

To study Further Maths at A Level you will need to have achieved GCSE English Language 
at grade 5 or better, and GCSE Mathematics at grade 7 or better, plus at least three 
additional GCSEs at grades 4 or better.

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

A Level Further Mathematics is an additional A-level qualification taken in addition to the 
A-level mathematics course.  It is designed to stretch and challenge able mathematicians 
and prepare them for university courses in mathematics and related quantitative and 
scientific subjects.

Two thirds of the Further Mathematics course is made up of pure mathematics. The 
remainder of the course is made up of two options from statistics, mechanics and discrete 
mathematics. At the start of the A-level course there are discussions between the students 
and class teacher to decide on which optional content will form the Further Mathematics 
qualification.

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

This course is designed for those students who have a passion for mathematics. Further 
Mathematics at such a high level demonstrates an advanced level of logical, analytical and 
problem-solving skills and distinguishes a student from those who do not study Further 
Mathematics should they wish to study a mathematical related discipline in Higher 
Education. Certain universities advise the study of Further Mathematics for students 
contemplating a mathematics degree. 

Further Mathematics at A level is a highly respected qualification and can lead to a diverse 
range of careers: Advertising & Marketing, Finance & Banking, Business & Operational 
Research, Insurance & Risk Civil Service, Engineering, IT & Computers including Games 
Design and Internet Security, Medicine and Health, The Natural and Life Sciences and 
many more.

WHAT WILL I LEARN

Mandatory content
Students study the following Core Pure Mathematics content:

•	 Proof
•	 Complex numbers
•	 Matrices
•	 Further Algebra and Functions
•	 Further Calculus
•	 Further Vectors
•	 Polar coordinates
•	 Hyperbolic functions
•	 Differential Equations
•	 Numerical Methods

Optional content
Students take two options from the following eight:
Option 1: Further Pure Mathematics 1, Further Statistics 1, Further Mechanics 1, Decision 
Mathematics 1
Option 2: Further Pure Mathematics 2, Further Statistics 2, Further Mechanics 2, Decision 
Mathematics 2

Students may choose two Option 1 papers or a matching pair from Option 1 and Option 2.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

All assessment for this course is through written examination.
Two papers assess the mandatory pure mathematics content, each being 2 hours long. 
The third paper, also 2 hours long, assesses the chosen Optional content, and consists of 
two sections, one for each branch of maths.

FURTHER INFORMATION: Mr Hesketh / Miss Kirby 

Further Mathematics   A-Level



WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

To study Core Maths, you will need at least a GCSE Mathematics Grade 4.

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

The Edexcel Level 3 Certificate in Mathematics in Context is designed to equip you to 
develop and apply real-world maths skills, and progress to university, employment, or 
higher apprenticeships in a wide range of industry sectors, or professional training. 
This accessible and relevant qualification aims to motivate you and really engage you in 
the maths around you. It uses real-world, relevant content, and offers a fresh assessment 
experience for you with adult, context-based problem-solving tasks.

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

This course supports a wide range of Level 3 study, whilst preparing you for the maths 
requirements of several higher education courses. 

It is also supported by Higher Education institutions and employers and recognised in 
UCAS points. Some universities will give an alternative grade offer equivalent to one A-level 
grade below the standard entry requirements for your course if you achieve a certain 
grade in the Core Maths qualification. For example, if the standard offer is AAA then the 
alternative offer may be AAB.

WHAT WILL I LEARN

The aims of the course are to:

•	 Use mathematics to deepen your understanding of the world around you.
•	 Use mathematics to help you make the best decisions.
•	� Perform important mathematical processes used in many other A level and vocational 

subjects. These include Geography, Economics, Biology, Business, Psychology, PE and 
Sociology.

The content on this course can be summarised under the following areas:

•	 Financial Maths
•	 Statistics and Probability
•	� Critical Analysis of information (eg newspaper headlines, misleading graphs)
•	 Spreadsheets and solving real-life problems
•	 Estimation

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

The course is equivalent to an AS qualification, and is studied over one year.

All assessment for this course is through written examination. There are two exam papers:
Paper 1 Comprehension 1hour 40 minutes
Paper 2 Applications 1 hour 40 minutes

FURTHER INFORMATION: Mr Hesketh / Mr Danne /  
Miss Kirby 

Mathematics in Context (Core Maths)  Edexcel Level 3 Certificate 

WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

To study A Level Media, you will need to have achieved GCSE English Language at grade 
5 or better, GCSE Mathematics at grade 5 or better plus at least three additional GCSEs at 
grades 4 or better. It is advisable that you are interested in analysing texts in the written 
form and have a general interest in the way the media shapes the world around you. 

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

A-level Media Studies is suitable for students interested in the analysis and creation of 
media content, including film, television, magazines, advertising, and digital media. It’s a 
great choice if you enjoy critical thinking, creativity, and exploring how media shapes our 
culture and society.

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

•	 Higher Education
•	 Media and Creative Industries
•	 Film and Television
•	 Journalism and Broadcasting
•	 Marketing and Advertising
•	 Media Education
•	 Research and Academia
•	 Digital Media and Content Creation

YEAR 1
In the first year of the course, you’ll typically focus on building foundational knowledge in 
media studies. You’ll likely cover topics like media language,  representation, and textual 
analysis. Assessments  may include coursework, essays, and exams.

YEAR 2
The second year often involves deeper exploration  of media concepts and may include 
more specialised topics. You might also engage in practical media  production projects. 
Assessment in the second year typically includes coursework, exams, and potentially
a practical project.

WHAT WILL I LEARN

A-level Media Studies with EDUQAS covers a range of topics related to media analysis 
and production. You will learn about:

•	� Media Language: Understanding how media texts communicate meaning through 
techniques like cinematography, editing, sound, and design.

•	� Media Representation: Exploring how different social groups and ideas are portrayed 
in media and analysing the impact of these representations.

•	� Media Audiences: Studying how audiences interpret and engage with media texts, 
including theories of reception.

•	� Media Industries: Examining the economic, regulatory, and technological aspects of 
media production and distribution.

•	� Media Contexts: Analysing the historical, cultural, and social contexts in which media 
texts are created and consumed.

•	� Key Concepts in Media Studies: Learning foundational concepts such as semiotics, 
narrative theory, genre theory, and intertextuality.

•	� Media Textual Analysis: Developing skills in dissecting and critically analysing media 
texts.

•	� Media Production: Exploring the practical aspects of creating media content, 
including scriptwriting, filming, and editing.

•	� Media Regulation and Ethics: Investigating the ethical and legal considerations within 
the media industry.

•	� New Media and Digital Technologies: Understanding the impact of digital 
technologies on media.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

•	� Examinations (70%): Written exams that assess your knowledge of media theory and 
analysis.

•	� Controlled Assessment (30%): Assignments and projects where you research, analyse 
or create media texts. Creating your own media content, such as short films or 
advertisements.

FURTHER INFORMATION: Mr Nestor / Mrs Lawrence 

Media Studies   A-Level



WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

An interest in music technology, studio engineering and music software programming is 
all you need to study this course, however a GCSE/BTEC Level 2 in Music would be useful 
but not compulsory. 

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

Are you interested in creating music? Do you want to know how a recording studio works 
and how music is recorded, engineered, mixed and mastered? Then Music Technology is 
for you. Students can expect a wide range of practical learning activities which will allow 
students to experience both technical and software engineering skills central to this 
course. 

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

Music Technology is excellent preparation for a degree in Music Tech, Music, IT, Business 
or Education. Deanery students have gone on to university to study Music Tech, Art, 
Popular Music, session musicianship etc.

But also, it is an important useful subject if you want a career in: IT, Systems, Web design 
or education, engineering, media production, sound engineering, recording, mixing and 
teaching are also possible. However, many skills gained in the Btec are transferrable to 
other careers such as Net Developer in Media/Music, Music Teacher, Technical Project 
Manager, Primary School, Arts Management, Computer Games musician and Software 
development.

WHAT WILL I LEARN

Over the 2-year, level 3 course, you will learn how to record, mix and engineer music to a 
professional standard. You will learn how to create, sequence and manipulate sound. You 
will also learn how to mix and master music so that it is ready for social media platforms. 
 
YEAR 1

•	 Studio recording Techniques
•	 DAW production
•	 Mixing and Mastering

YEAR 2

•	 Working as an Album Production Team
•	 Live Sound

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

Students will be assessed according to grading criteria set out by the exam board. 

FURTHER INFORMATION: Mrs Johnson or Mr Walker  

Music Technology   BTEC Level 3 

WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

To study A Level Media, you will need to have achieved GCSE English Language at grade 
5 or better, GCSE Mathematics at grade 5 or better plus at least three additional GCSEs at 
grades 4 or better and a Pass at GCSE PE (or equivalent)

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

Our large team of dedicated staff ensure that students have access to a broad range of 
practical activities. Theory lessons are delivered by teachers with a specialist knowledge and 
passion for their subject area. Students have access to fantastic facilities for applied theory 
and practical lessons. Students are invited to attend co-curricular clubs and activities (as 
both performers or coaches/leaders); and there is the opportunity to personalise practical 
activities and coursework to enhance both the practical results and opportunities available 
due to our small class sizes.

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

Further study at university: lots of our students go on to study PE teaching, Physical 
Education and School Sport, Health Based Courses, Sports Science, Sports Psychology or 
Sports Development and Coaching.

It can also lead to jobs in the leisure industry (for example: Personal Training, Sports 
Development) or Sports Coaching Jobs.

PE is looked upon favourably by many careers and courses as it demonstrates a healthy, 
active lifestyle which means you are employable and likely to be productive.

WHAT WILL I LEARN

We follow the AQA syllabus for A-level PE.

Paper 1 – Factors Affecting Participation
Paper 2 – Factors Affecting Optimal Performance

YEAR 1

You will study the following modules:
1.	 Applied Anatomy & Physiology
2.	 Skill Acquisition
3.	 Sport & Society

YEAR 2

You will study the following modules:
1.	 Exercise Physiology
2.	 Biomechanical Movement
3.	 Sports Psychology
4.	 The role of Technology in Sport

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

Theory Practical

Paper 1 – 35%
2 hour written paper
Factors affecting participation

Non-exam assessment:
Perform/Coach in a full-sided version of 
a sport, plus verbal/written analysis of 
performance

Paper 2 – 35%
2 hour written paper
Factors affecting optimal performance

30% of overall mark
15% - sport performance
15% - analysis & evaluation

FURTHER INFORMATION: Mr Sweeney or Mrs Walsh

Physical Education  A-Level



WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

Students would need a passion for and love of performing, creating and devising. It is 
preferential to have a level 2 qualification in either Music, Drama or Dance however, this is 
not essential, especially if you have some experience in productions or theatre. 

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

Are you interested in performing on the stage? Do you want to develop acting skills 
and styles? Do you want to perform in Musical Theatre? Then Performing Arts is for 
you. Students can expect a wide range of practical learning activities which will develop 
acting skills, vocal skills and movement. 

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

This course is essential if you wish to go in to a career in the performing arts industry. 
This may be on the stage or behind it. This maybe in a school or a community theatre 
or it may even be designing a set or directing in a studio. Many of our students go on 
to Theatre schools such as Mountview, LMA, LIPA, Guilford, Salford, Edge Hill, UCLAN, 
Performers College or other theatre schools. However, students also go on to study other 
subjects and use performing arts as a basis for this for example Media, Law, Politics, 
English and Art. 

WHAT WILL I LEARN

Over the 2-year, level 3 course, you will learn how to be the performer you were made 
to be. You will explore skills in acting, singing and dance. You will explore a variety of 
different styles, practitioners and produce performances based on these.  

YEAR 1
•	 Acting Styles: exploring a variety of styles with a final scripted performance
•	� Developing Skills for Performance: looking at different acting skills with a final 

scripted performance
•	 Developing the Voice 

YEAR 2
•	� Musical Theatre: exploring musical theatre skills with a final musical theatre 

performance
•	� Group Performance Workshop: A practical exam where a performance is produced 

based on a stimulus. 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

Students will be assessed according to grading criteria set out by the exam board. Pass, 
Merit or distinction is awarded for each learning aim based on achievement in tasks. 
Tasks are based on a mixture of written and practical activities. 

FURTHER INFORMATION: Mrs Johnson or  
Mrs Stafford

Performing Arts   BTEC Level 3 

WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

To study A Level Philosophy and Ethics, you will need to have achieved GCSE English 
Language at grade 5 or better, GCSE Mathematics at grade 5 or better plus at least three 
additional GCSEs at grades 4 or better.

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

A-Level Philosophy and Ethics is for those who are curious and enjoy debating key issues 
about life and society. It encompasses the study of Philosophy, Ethics and Theology. 

Philosophy is about thinking. It is about finding out about how and whether things make 
sense.

Ethics is about living. It explores the different ways people come to make decisions.

Theology is about what people believe. It looks at where beliefs have come from and how 
they apply particular contexts.

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

The study of Philosophy and Ethics allows you to acquire a range of skills which will support 
you in future life. The knowledge and skills developed across this course will prepare 
students well for a range of courses in higher education and, beyond that, in employment 
generally. 

We prepare students for careers such as teaching, social work, law, journalism, civil service 
and many more!

WHAT WILL I LEARN

There are three distinct strands across the course:
•	 A Study of Religion
•	 Philosophy of Religion
•	 Religion and Ethics

YEAR 1

A Study of Christianity:
•	� Religious Figures and 

Sacred Texts
•	� Religious Practices that 

Shape Religious Identity

Philosophy of Religion: 
•	� Arguments for the 

Existence of God
•	� Challenges to Religious 

Belief

Religion and Ethics: 
•	 Ethical Thought
•	 Teleological Ethics

YEAR 2

A Study of Christianity:
•	� Religious Concepts and 

Religious Life
•	� Significant Social and 

Historical Developments 
in Religious Thought

Philosophy of Religion
•	 Religious Language
•	 Religious Experience

Religion and Ethics
•	� Deontological Ethics
•	� Determinism and Free 

Will

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

3 x 2 hour examinations at the end of the course

FURTHER INFORMATION: Mr T Martin

Philosophy and Ethics  A-Level



WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

To study A Level Physics you will need to have achieved GCSE English Language at grade 
5 or better, GCSE Mathematics at grade 6 or better, at least three additional GCSEs at 
grades 4 or better, plus you will need to have achieved a grade 6 in Single Science Physics 
or a grade 66 in Combined Science

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

A Level Physics is challenging and interesting in an increasingly technological world. Put 
simply, Physics helps you to keep up.
A-level Physics is highly regarded with employers and universities as the skills learnt 
complement a wide range of subjects such as Maths, Chemistry and Engineering.

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

People with Physics qualifications are highly regarded in the workplace.  As well as being 
highly numerate, analytical and logical, the chances are that you are also a creative 
thinker, excellent at problem solving and meticulous. These skills are essential in any 
modern work environment. Careers include Medicine, all types of Engineering, Veterinary 
Science, Computer Science, Education, Banking, Accounting, Financial Analysis, 
Dentistry, Aerodynamics, and many more!

WHAT WILL I LEARN

The AQA Physics specification.
This follows on closely from the topics studied at GCSE.

YEAR 1

Unit 1 Measurements and their Errors.
Unit 2 Particles and Radiation.
Unit 3 Waves.
Unit 4 Mechanics and Materials.
Unit 5 Electricity. 

YEAR 2

Unit 6 Further Mechanics and Thermal Physics. 
Unit 7 Fields and their Consequences.
Unit 8 Nuclear Physics.
Unit 9 Astrophysics.

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

Three written exams, 2 hours each.
Paper 1 Topics 1 – 5 and periodic motion 
Paper 2 Topics 6 – 8 
Paper 3 Practical skills, Data analysis, Astrophysics

FURTHER INFORMATION: Mrs Cowley, Mrs Grady  
and Miss Bligh

Physics  A-Level 

WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

To study Politics at A Level you will need to have achieved GCSE English Language at grade 
5 or better, GCSE Mathematics at grade 4 or better, plus at least three additional GCSEs at 
grades 4 or better.

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

Politics impacts everything we do. This is an incredibly interesting course that takes you 
through how our country works, whether it is working and what we can do to change it. 
DO NOT be afraid if you are thinking ‘I know nothing about politics’ – many A-Level Politics 
students begin with little or no knowledge. We will teach you everything you need to know. 

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

 A-Level Politics is one of the most popular A-Level subjects, ranked as the 12th most opted-
for A-Level nationally. It is looked on very favourably by universities and employers as it 
shows a deeper understanding of our country and the wider world. Taking A-Level Politics 
will help set you apart from others. It shows you have the ability to reason, problem solve, 
analyse, question and, above all, shows you are a rounded individual. 

Example career paths include: The Police, Media, Foreign Affairs, Research, Further 
Study, Law, Politics, Journalism, Social Work, Sales & Marketing, Advertising, Banking, 
Accountancy, Armed Forces, Writing, Publishing, Civil Service, Charity Sector, Teaching/
Lecturing.

WHAT WILL I LEARN

You will learn about our democracy and consider how healthy it is, including what changes 
we could make. You will also look into what different political parties believe and what 
makes people vote for them. You will study the systems of our government and the US 
government

YEAR 1

Paper 1 - UK Politics
Paper 2 - UK Government

YEAR 2

Paper 2 - UK Government
Paper 3 - US Government & Politics

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

Linear course – all exams will be sat in Year 13 – you cannot take AS Level Politics.

Three exams at the end of Year 13 on each of the topics above.

A-Level Politics is 100% exam-based.

FURTHER INFORMATION: Mr Smith

Politics  A-Level



WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

To study A Level Psychology, you will need to achieve GCSE English Language at grade 5 
or better, GCSE Mathematics at grade 5 or better, plus at least three additional GCSEs at 
grades 4 or better.

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

Are you interested in the human mind and behaviour? Are you interested in mental 
health? Or criminal behaviour? This course is for you if you are naturally curious and 
would like to know why people behave a certain way. This course is for you if you 
are interested in the methods that scientists use to investigate behaviour and enjoy 
analysing data. This course is for you if you are interested in conducting your own 
investigation on individuals’ behaviour. This course if for you if you have an interest in 
those around you and how to be a caring person.

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

An A-level in Psychology will provide you with a huge amount of knowledge on human 
behaviour and can lead to a wide variety of careers. Such as, Educational Psychologist, 
Counselling psychologist, Sports Psychologist, Clinical or Developmental psychologist.  
The beauty of studying Psychology is that it lends itself very well to any work involving 
interaction with others. It is a skill for life. 

WHAT WILL I LEARN

YEAR 1

You will learn the main five approaches in psychology:

•	 Biological approach
•	 Psychodynamic approach 
•	 Behaviourist approach 
•	 Cognitive approach 
•	 Positive approach

Each involves a contemporary debate in society. 
You will also learn about a range of methods used to investigate human behaviour.

YEAR 2

Schizophrenia – You will learn about the symptoms of this disorder, what causes it and 
methods to modify this behaviour 
Stress – You will learn about the symptoms of stress, the causes and how to help treat it
Criminal behaviours – You will learn about different explanations of criminal behaviour 
and methods of dealing with offending behaviour. 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

All assessments for this course are through examinations at the end of the course. 
A total of three papers which are all equally weighted and 2 hours 15 minutes long.

FURTHER INFORMATION: Miss Knight

Psychology  A-Level 

WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

Five or more GCSEs at grades 4 or better, including English Language OR Maths at grade 4 
or better.

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

BTEC Sport Level 3 Extended Certificate is demanding, as you would expect of the most 
respected applied learning qualification in the UK. 
You will have to complete a range of units and, sit some external assessments that are set 
and marked by the exam board. You also complete assignments allowing you to develop 
independent learning skills. 

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

The qualification carries UCAS points as an A-Level. It combines well with a large number of 
subjects and supports entry to higher education courses in a very wide range of disciplines 
including Sport Studies and Business, Sport Psychology, Sports Education and Special and 
Inclusive Education and Sport and Exercise Science.

It will also prepare you for work in the sport sector in areas such as fitness instructor, 
coaching, sport development and management.

WHAT WILL I LEARN

BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate is equivalent in size to one A Level and is a 2-year course. 
There are 4 units of which 3 are mandatory and 2 are external.

The mandatory content is 83% of the course
The external assessment is 67% of the course

YEAR 1

Unit 1: Anatomy and Physiology
You will develop a knowledge and understanding of the skeletal, muscular, cardiovascular 
and respiratory systems.
Unit 5: Application of Fitness Testing
Learners gain an understanding of the requirements of fitness testing and learn how to 
safely conduct a range of fitness tests for different components of fitness.

YEAR 2

Unit 2: Fitness Training and Programming for Health, Sport and Wellbeing
You will develop a knowledge and understanding of individual lifestyle choices and how 
they impact health, nutrition, training methods and training plan development.

Unit 3: Professional Development in the Sports Industry
You explore the knowledge and skills required for different career pathways in the sports 
industry. You will take part in, and reflect on, a personal skills audit, career action plan and 
practical interview assessment activities

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

Units 1 and 2 involve examinations.
Units 3 and 5 involve coursework.

FURTHER INFORMATION: Mr Sweeney

Sport  BTEC



WHAT DO I NEED TO STUDY THIS COURSE?

Level 2 pathway criteria.

IS THIS COURSE FOR ME?

The Level 2 BTEC in Work Skills has been designed to prepare you for the working world. 
The course will allow you to gain a broad range of employability skills, enabling you to 
access employment opportunities and jobs. Students apply their knowledge and skills to 
practical, industry examples in role-plays, events and through real-life businesses. 

WHERE WILL THIS COURSE TAKE ME?

This course will provide you will an excellent foundation for Level 3 study or a range of 
skills that will be useful for an apprenticeship or the wider world of work. 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?

100% Coursework. 

WHAT WILL I LEARN

Unit 2: Developing Job Application Skills- The aim of this unit is for learners to consider 
suitable job opportunities that reflect their goals and match their skills. Learners will also 
explore how to present themselves and their skills to potential employers in writing. 

Unit 4: Developing Interview Skills- The aim of this unit is for learners to understand the 
assessment methods involved in the interviewing process and to determine how they 
can ensure they are prepared for different types of assessment including interviews. They 
will complete a mock interview in this unit. 

Unit 5: Celebrating Equality and Diversity- The aim of this unit is for learners to identify 
ways to promote equality and diversity in employment.

Unit 6: Work Based Rights and Responsibilities- The aim of this unit is for learners to 
develop an understanding of the rights they have as an employee and the responsibilities 
employers have towards their employees. They will also develop an understanding of 
their own responsibilities in the workplace and how to apply these to situations they may 
find themselves in at work.

Unit 13: Working as part of a team- The aim of this unit is for learners to work together 
towards achieving a common work-related outcome. Students will plan and take part in 
a team event. 

Unit 16: Work Experience- The aim of this unit is for learners to prepare for a work 
placement by finding out information about the company or organisation they will be 
working for and set skills and personal development before completing work experience. 

FURTHER INFORMATION: Miss Lowe

Work Skills  BTEC Level 2
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